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There was one notable absentee from the collection of papers
published. Halifax had either mislaid or had originally omitted
to procure a copy of Gore's paper 'On Unity with Diversity'
(which subsequently appeared in Dr. Frere's book), and Gore
indignantly refused to supply it. Undeterred by his attitude,
Halifax even sent Fr. Painter to Paris to search Portal's papers,
in a hope, not realised, that a copy of the missing document
might be discovered among them. Halifax's action throughout
was characteristic, and, by those conventional standards to
which he attached so little weight, not easily defensible.

So the Conversations ended. Anything in the nature of an in-
quest is probably superfluous for those who have followed this
protracted and tortuous account. To Halifax the 'villains of the
piece' were Cardinal Bourne and those behind him, who after
the death of Mercier captured Batiffol, put pressure on Van
Roey, and alarmed Rome. So Halifax believed. He bore Car-
dinal Bourne no grudge for his part, any more than he had
borne Cardinal Vaughan a grudge in 1896. The man was
wrong, shortsighted, altogether lacking Mercier's large-hearted
charity, but all the same he could not help liking him. Dr.
Davidson, on the other hand (as Halifax would have put it) had
been a big improvement on Dr. Benson. Frequently as Halifax
had occasion to criticise the 'reserves' and to lament the oudook
of the Archbishop, he did his best to appreciate the courage and
sympathy, the unswerving straightforwardness which forbade
any misleading word or action, even the occasional apparent
want of cordiality which was no more than a determination to
be perfectly fair. There was, as there had always been, a differ-
ence in standpoint. Halifax's ideal Archbishop was one who
would go to the stake for the sake of principles which were
Halifax's and not his. But short of ideals, Dr. Davidson was
the alterius orbis Papa of his choice, and remained until his
death a very good friend.